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IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please find below a listing of all of the pending claims. The statuses of the claims are 
set forth in parentheses. 

1 . (Currently amended) A computer-based method performed in a first transaction- 
tax-rdatcd application of a first program controlled apparatus, the method comprising the 
step of: 

exchanging transaction-related data with at least a second transaction-tax-relatcd 
application of a second program controlled apparatus according to a standardized transaction- 
tax interface data model . wherein thc.standardizedfransacfa'on;^ 

proyldes.an interface model which enables communications between the first transaction-tax- 
related_aDnlication_and_the_second_^^ 

2. (Previously Presented) The method set forth in claim 1, wherein the first 
transaction-tax-related application uses a first application-specific data model, the method 
further comprising the step of. 

mapping data elements of the first application-specific data model to data elements of 
the standardized transaction-tax interface data model, or vice versa. 
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3. (Previously Presented) The method set forth in claim 2, being further performed 
in the second transaction-tax-related application, which uses a second application-specific 
data model, the method comprising the step of: 

mapping data elements which are exchanged according to the standardized 
transaction-tax interface model to data elements of the second application-specific data 
model, or vice versa. 

4. (Previously Presented) The method set forth in claim 3, wherein the first and 
second application-specific data models arc different from the standardized transaction-tax 
interface model. 

5. (Previously Presented) The method set forth in claim 3, wherein the first and 
second application-specific data models are different from each other. 

6. (Previously Presented) The method set forth in claim 1, wherein the first 
transaction-tax-related application uses a first applicati on-specific data model, the first 
application-specific data model corresponding to the standardized transaction-tax interface 
data model. 
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7. (Currently amended) A computer-based method performed in a transaction-tax- 
rclatcd data warehouse application, the method comprising the step of: 

storing transaction-related data received from at least one other transaction-tax- 
related application in a data warehouse of a program controlled apparatus according to a 
standardised transaction-tax data warehouse data model , wherein Jhc_standardfccd 
transaction-tax j*nterfacc_dflta.modd.proyides_an_interface model_which_enab1es 
communicationsbctwccn the transaction-tax-related data warehouscapplication.and the at 
least_Qne_other_tmnsaction-tax;re1ated application . 

S. (Previously Presented) The method set forth in claim 7, further comprising the 
step of exchanging transaction-related data stored or to be stored in the data warehouse with 
the other transaction-tax-related application according to a standardized transaction-tax 
interlace data model. 

9. (Previously Presented) The method set forth in claim 8, wherein the tax-related 
data warehouse data model has a set of transaction-tax-related data elements and the 
standardized transaction-tax interface data model has a set of transaction-tax-rclatcd data 
elements, wherein the set of transaction-tax-rclatcd data elements of the tax-related data 
warehouse data model comprises, equals or is a subset of the set of transaction-tax-related 
data elements of a standardized transaction-tax interface data model. 
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1 0. (Previously Presented) The method set forth in claim 1 , wherein at least one of 
the first and the second transaction-tax-related transaction applications are one of the 
following modules: 

i) a transaction tax logging module, 

ii) a transaction tax compliance module, 

iii) a transaction tax filing module, 

iv) a transaction tax calculation module, 

v) a transaction tax content module, and 

vi) a transaction tax database for Storing transaction-related data. 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) The method set forth in claim 1 , wherein at least one of 
the first and the second transaction-tax-rclated applications is one of a basic and a micro 
service module, 

12. (Previously Presented) The method set forth in claim 2, wherein the way the 
mapping is governed is defined by rules that arc configurable by a user. 

13. (Previously Presented) The method set forth in claim 1 2, wherein the rules arc 
implemented by a lookup table. 
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14. (Currently amended) A memory device of a program controlled apparatus 
housing a data record according to a standardized transaction-tax interface data model, 
wherrin_the standardized .transaction-tax interface data model provides an interface model 
which enables communirationsjjctweenjran data record 
comprising transaction-related data items, for the data exchange between at.least one or both 
pfjhe t ransaction-tax-related applications [[or]]and modules. 

15. (Currently amended) The data-reeer-d memory device s et forth in claim 14, 
wherein the transaction-tax interface data model, on which the data record is based, is 
defined so as to provide data elements at least for a first jurisdiction and a second 
jurisdiction, wherein the transaction-tax interface data model has at least one first data 
element which is used for (he first jurisdiction, but is not used for the second jurisdiction, and 
at least one second data clement which is used for the second jurisdiction, but is not used for 
die first jurisdiction. 

16. (Currcntiy amended) Tile data - r e cord memory device s et forth in claim 1 4, 
which is exchanged as an argument when a transaction-tax-related application or module is 
invoked. 

17. (Currently amended) The data-record memory device s et forth in claim 16, 
wherein the transaction-tox-related application or module is invoked by an HTTP request, 
and the exchanged argument is an XML document forming a part of the HTTP request 



PAGE 13/23 * RCVD AT 5116/2005 6:41 :32 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/7 ' DNIS:8729306 8 CSID:703 880 5270 * DURATION (mm-ss):06-06 



Mfly'-l 6-E005CM0N) 17:36 MRNNRVR & KflNG. P. C (FRX)703 880 5E70 P. 0H/0E3 

PATENT Atty Docket No.: 100111406-2 

App. Sen No.: 09/995,320 

IS. (Currently amended) A program controlled apparatus having a software interface 
for linking a first transaclion-tax-rolatcd application with at least a second transaction-tax- 
rclated application, wherein the interface is implemented such that data is exchangeable 
between the first and the second transaction-tax-related application according to a 
standardised trans[[-]3action-tax interface data modcl ,_whcrdn_ihc standardi2cd_transaction-; 
tax interface data model nit»yid<^-anjnterface_rnode1jwhich_fcnab]es_communicario 
<^e_bransaction-tax7relatcd_ap.plication and the at least one other transaction-tax-rclatcd 
application. 

19. (Currently amended) The s oftwar e- int e rfac e program, controlled apparatus s et 
forth in claim 1 8, wherein the first transaction-tax-rclatcd application uses a first application- 
specific data model, the software interface comprising a first mapping component for 
mapping data elements of the first application-specific data mode! to data elements according 
to the standardized transaction-tax interface data model, or vice versa. 

20. (Currently amended) The s oftwar e- int e rfac e program controlled apparatus set 
forth in claim 1 8, wherein the second transaction-tax-rclatcd application uses a second 
application-specific data model, the software interface comprising a second mapping 
component for mapping data elements, which arc exchanged according to the standardized 
transaction-tax interface model, to data elements of a second application-speci fic data model, 
or vice versa. 
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21. (Currently amended) The seftware-mterface program controlled apparatus set 
forth in claim 20, wherein the first and second application-specific data models are different 
from the standardized transaction-tax interface model. 

22. (Currently amended) The so ftwar e- intorfaoo proj^rn_conrrol1ed_apparatus set 
forth in claim 20, wherein the first and second application-specific data models are different 
from each other. 

23. (Currently amended) The softwar e- int e rfac e program.controllcd apparatus set 
forth in claim 1 8, wherein the first transaction-tax-rclatcd application uses a first application- 
specific data model, said first application-specific data model corresponds to the standardized 
transaction-tax interface data model. 

24. (Currently amended) A memory device of a program controlled apparatus, the 
device housing a computer-based data warehouse module configured for storing transuction- 
Telated data received from at least one other transaction-tax-related application according to a 
standardized transaction-tax data warehouse data mode l, wherein the standardized 
transaction^tax.intcrface data model provides an interface model which enables 
communications between the transaction-tax-rclatcd data warehouse module and the at least 
onc_othcr transaction-tax-rclatcd application . 
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25. (Currently amended) The module memory device s et forth in claim 24. 
comprising a software interface for linking the data warehouse module with at least a second 
transaction-tax-re1aled application, said software interface being implemented such that data 
is exchangeable between the data warehouse application module and the second transaction- 
tax-relatcd application according to a standardized transaction-tax interlace data model. 

26. (Currently amended) The module memory device get forth in claim 25. wherein 
the lax-related data warehouse data model has a set of transaction-tax-related data elements 
and the standardized transaction-tax interface data model has a set of transaction-tax-related 
data elements, the set of transaction-tax-related data elements of the tax-related data 
warehouse data model comprises, equals or is a subset of the set of transaction-tax-rclated 
data elements of the standardized transaction-tax interlace data model. 

27. (Currently amended) The interface pnsjiramj^ set forth in 
claim 1 8, wherein at least one of the first and second transaction-tax-related transaction 
applications are one of the following modules: 

i) a transaction tax logging service module, 

ii) a transaction tax compliance module, 
Hi) a transaction tax filing module, 

iv) a transaction tax calculation module, 

v) a transaction tax content module, and 

vi) a transaction tax database for storing transaction-related data. 
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28. (Currently amended) The interface projffam confrolledapparatus set forth in 
claim 1 S, wherein at least one of the first and second transaction-tax-relatcd applications is 
one of a basic and a micro service module, 

29. (Currently amended) The int e rfac e program controlled apparatus set forth in 
claim 1 8, wherein the mapping component enables a user to input and configure rules which 
define how the data dement mapping is performed. 

30. (Currently amended) The jnterfaoa program_conlrolled_apparatus set forth in 
claim 29, wherein the rules are implemented via a lookup table. 

31. (Currently amended) The module memory_device_s et forth in claim 24, wherein 
at least one of the first and second transaction-tax-related transaction applications are one of 
the following modules: 

i) a transaction tax logging service module, 

ii) a transaction tax compliance module, 

iii) a transaction tax filing module, 

iv) a transaction tax calculation module, 

v) a transaction tax content module, and 

vi) a transaction tax database for storing transaction-related data. 
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32. (Currently amended) The modul e mcmory_devicc s et forth in claim 24, wherein 
at least one of the first and second transaction-tax-rclatcd applications is one of a basic and a 
micro 'service module. 

33. (Currently amended) The modulo memory_deyicc_s ct forth in claim 24, wherein 
the mapping component enables a user to input and configure rules which define how the 
data clement mapping is performed. 

34. (Currently amended) The module m emory_device_s et forth in claim 33, wherein 
the rules arc implemented via a lookup table. 

35. (Currently amended) A transaction-tax-related software application of a program 
controlled apparatu s, said transaction-tax-related software application being embedded on a 
computer_Teadable_mcdium, the application including an interface for linking the application 
with at least a second transaction-tax-related application, the interface being implemented 
such that data is exchangeable between the first and the second transaction-tax-rclatcd 
applications according to a standardized transaction-tax interface data model , wherein the 
standardized transaction-tax interface data model provides an interface model which enables 
communications between the first transaction-tax-rclatcd application and at least a second 
transaction-tax-related application . 
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